
AT Comments on the TOSSD Compendium (Draft, June 2016) 

AT would like to thank the Secretariat for compiling the draft of a TOSSD compendium, thus 

providing a profound basis for further discussion.  

General comment on TOSSD framework:  

We believe TOSSD is a step in the right direction in order to modernize statistics on financing for 

development. While we should be ambitious in this endeavor, we also see the risk of introducing a 

very complex system too quickly. We therefore suggest that a modular approach should be explored, 

starting with issues where one can reach firm ground within a reasonable period, and expanding the 

system further only when intermediate stages have been consolidated.  

Eligibility of TOSSD activities:  

Para 8 states that TOSSD eligible resources need to be in conformity with universally agreed 

multilateral standards, principles and rules. Para 18 refers to the integration of disciplines and 

standards into the TOSSD framework in order to safeguard quality considerations. AT would like to 

see further debate on how the integration of these quality standards can work in practice.  

On mobilized resources:  

Para 15 raises the question whether amounts mobilized should be included in the TOSSD provider 

perspective or not. As the use of ODA to mobilize private resources is a cornerstone of the FfD 

Agenda, we fully support the collection of data on amounts mobilized. However, it is not adequate to 

include these flows into the TOSSD provider perspective, as this is an indicator for “Official 

Support”. A critical public will count this as an attempt to artificially increase data on official flows. 

Amounts mobilized should be covered by a separate measure.  

Calculation on a gross disbursement basis:  

Para 54 states resources would be measured on a gross disbursement basis. AT would like to suggest 

some further explanation on the rationale for this proposal, as we think that gross measurement 

would systematically overestimate external resources available for new investments (e.g. in case 

when loans are merely refinanced).  

Figure 7 provides a useful decision tree for determining TOSSD eligibility, including the proposal that 

statisticians should assess at country level “whether the activity is aligned with the developing 

country development priorities”. We doubt that this assessment can be done in any meaningful 

manner at the point of data collection, but rather believe that it should take place in the process of 

programming with partner countries and by way of reviews and evaluations of donor performance.  

On the relation of ODA and TOSSD:  

Activities with a development objective currently eligible as ODA should always also qualify as 

TOSSD. 


